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impressed upon the student the importance of statutory influence upon the 
entire body of the law relating to wills. 

The author has certainly succeeded in compressing into a comparatively 
small space a surprisingly full and detailed statement of the law relating to 
wills. The book covers the ground ordinarily treated in works on wills, and 
there is besides a chapter of forty-five pages on probate proceedings. The 
subjects of trusts, the rule against perpetuities, and the "rule in Shelley's 
case" are treated only incidentally. 

The citation of cases is full and judicious, and cases reported up to within 
a few months of the publication of the book have been examined and noted. 
About 6000 cases are referred to, as compared with 2100 in Bigelow's book, 
6400 in Page's and 3600 in Schouler's volume on "Wills." Illinois lawyers 
may be surprised that the author has not seen fit to mention the important 
case of BlatcMord v. Newberry, and that Ingraham v. Ingraham has been 
used as authority for only minor propositions of law. There are apparently 
few errors in the citations. 

The text has been worked out with great industry and the author's propo- 
sitions seem, in the main, well considered and his definitions very complete. 
Indeed, his anxiety to make his definitions fit all cases to which they might 
be applied, has resulted in occasional long and involved sentences which will 
cause the student some unnecessary work. Simpler definitions, even if not so 
comprehensive, would leave clearer and more lasting impressions with the 
student, and statements of qualifying elements and of exceptions might have 
been left to explanatory sentences. 

The index is perhaps somewhat meager, and occasionally baffling, as wit- 
ness the subject "Substitutional Legacies," in the search for which one is 
sent on a chase of collateral titles which finally ends without result where it 
began. 

The paper, binding and general mechanical execution of the book are good. 
On the whole, Professor Gardner has made a useful contribution to the recent 
literature of the law of Wills. Henry M. Bates 



Citizenship of the United States. By Frederick Van Dyne, LL. M., 
Assistant Solicitor of the Department of State of the United States. 
One volume, pp. xxvii, 385. The Lawyers' Co-operative Publishing 
Co., Rochester, N. Y., 1904. 

The reader who takes up this book expecting to find a treatise upon the 
general subject of citizenship, will be disappointed, for Mr. Van Dyne makes 
no attempt to treat the subject generally, but confines his work to the subject of 
Federal citizenship. 

It seems not to have been the design of the author to produce a treatise in 
which he should formulate a system of rules upon the authority of decided 
cases, so much as to gather together these decisions whether found in the 
determinations of the courts or in the rulings of the State Depaitment in 
orderly and convenient form. The necessity for a work of this sort was made 
apparent to the author through his experience as a solicitor of the Department 
of State, and the book as a natural result bears some indications of having been 
prepared by one who is interested in the subject from the executive as dii- 
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tinguisbed from the judicial point of view. Indeed, as his publishers express 
it, the book "was prepared with a view to his own personal and official 
needs." 

The rulings of the Department of State are quoted quite at length, if not 
quite as frequently as the decisions of the courts. 

The book is quite largely made up of quotations from decisions of courts, 
correspondence of the Department of State, from constitutions and statutes, 
state and national. 

The liberality with which the author has indulged the privilege of quotation 
is illustrated by those from the opinions in the Insular Cases, which cover 
sixty of the three hundred and seven pages of the text. 

The author has divided his subject into four parts, each of which is treated 
in a distinct division of the book. Part I deals with Citizenship by Birth ; 
Part II, with Citizenship by Naturalization; Part III with Passports; and Part 
IV with Expatriation. 

An Appendix is incorporated in the volume, in which are compiled the 
laws of the United States relating to Citizenship and Naturalization, including 
the treaties and naturalization conventions to which the United States is a 
party. A table of contents, a table of cases and an index make the matter of 
the book readily available. 

It will be found, notwithstanding what has been said about the writer's point 
of view and his method of treatment, that he has done what he set out to do, 
as declared in his prefatory statement, he has ' 'gathered and arranged in a 
logical and convenient form, under one index, the law relating to the subject," 
and the book will be found suggestive and useful to all persons interested in 
the subject. V. H. Lanb 
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